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An expandable tubiJ assembly comprising: 
a tubular connector L fining c..3rlappir;a longitudinal 



slots and comprising 
between slotted ^nd port: 




n intermediate portion located 
ons. the connector being radially 
expandable by deforn^aticln of fingers o£ material in the 
intermediate portion „.ere adjacent circumferentially 
spaced slots overlap; ancL 

lengths of expandable tubing defining overlapping 
longitudinal slots with nLdes beyond the ends of the slots 
and having slotted end portions, the tubing being radially 
expandable by deformaticn of fingers of material .here 
adjacent citcumf erentialJy spaced slots overlap. 

the connector end portions being coupled to the nodes 
Of ^respective end portioj^s of the tubing lengths and the 

sleeve being axially spaced from 



deformable fingers of the 



the end most deformable 
lengths . 



fingers of the respective tubing 




2 , The aeaambly 
portions 
thread 



im 1, wherein the connector end 
8 Of the tubing end portions are 



Pcr txon ie Of cor respon^^rr , . ouI iyuraLlOn ot the-^g 
Cg^gths, .uch that the expansion characteristic. .k . 
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connecced Cubing assembly are substantialur"conraTitr-axrsj 
ecticm . 

4- The assembly o£ claxr/ 3, wherein che connector 
intermediate portion is o/ substantially the same wall 
thickness of the tubin/ and wherein the connector end 
portions are upset. 



5. The aseettibly /bf claim 4 wherein each ccnnector end 
porcion defines/ internal thread for engaging a 

corresponding fc4ead on an outer surface of che respective 
10 tubing end pqtcion. 

0-c^-(r\ ^r- iJi^fae-aa flpm h ly o f any - of L lm p y acm i aitiy claims Wh ' g reln 
/ Che connector end portions defJ^le___3rm^ze*— fe©— ^ee^ivg^ 
C93?^res^ding tongues provided ol^he tubing length and 
portions. . 




IS 



7. An arrangement for coupling leng^hs"^^ expandable 

tubing, the arrangement comprising 

a sleeve defining o verlapping longitudinal sloes and 
being radially expaSife^^y deformation of fingers of 
material where adj^e^ oircutnf erencially spaced slots 
overlao; 

firsc^^d second tubing lengths defimr-g ove rlapping 
longitu^al slots and being radially expai^le bT 
deflation o£ fiagerg of material where adjacenc 
c/rcumferentially spaced slots overlap; and 
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connecting .eans for ccnneccing the sleeve no the 
Of the tubin. Ungths. end. of the cubing l.n,.JC,Z 
received by respective ends of the sleeve. 

the de£or.abl. fingers of the aleeve axi.lly 

respective tubing lengths. 



10 




8. T... Orangeman. o£ clai. 7, connecting 
™.an. provided at ci..u„,a«n^uy spaced location, at 
the Of cha len^ha ^o„d cha e„d ™o,t tubing 

fingers, and at the (eAda t-y,^ -i 

\ sleevea beyond the 

respective end most tubiji^^^gers . 



andthe_cubir.g 



^1... / or 8, wherein thS~-sl^e5^e 



iiame t sr_aic>ng:_xhei 



iength^ are each of subi^IHHm^T^^Snit^t 
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10. A method o4! coupling the ends of fir.t and s.ccnd 
lengths Of ex^^dable tubing and expanding the coupled 
tubxng lengtj/s, the method comprising the steps of: 

provi^ng a sleeve defining overlapping longitudinal 
Slots and/ deferrable fingers of material .here adjacent 
circumf/rencially spaced slo-.e overlap; 

raviding first and" secoliFl^gthB of expandable 
tubi/a defining ov;erlapp_ing longitudinal slots and 

ae^^ormable fingers of material . v, 

^ material where adjacent 

fircutnferenclauy spaced slocs overlap; 

coupling the sleeve to the^^ii^Tof first and second 
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lengths of expandable tubing such that the fingers ot^^ 
sleeve are longitudinally spaced from the end mos^fe^ngers 
of the tubing lengths; and 

forcing an expansion member througli^ the connected 
tubing lengths to expand the eleeve and the tubing lengths 



1 1 . An arrangement for 
tubing, the arrangenen 
longitudinally extendini 




Lng lengths of expandable 
Soinprising; a sleeve of 
rips of metal; first and second 
cubing lengths definp.^g o verlappin g longitudinal glots and 
being radially ^sj^andable by deformation of fingers of 
material wher< adjacent circumferencially spaced slots 
overlap; an^ connecting meana for connecting the sleeve zo 
the endeyGf the tubing lengths. 



IS 



^2 -/The arrangement of claim ii, wherein the strips are 
:i linear - 



20 



The dJixaiiy fcum ^ iut of clai cn 1 - 1 o v 12, whe ye±n--tlTg--^&x4^s 
initially circumf e renhi ally — connac-od — by — f^'Snglble 
links. 




14. A method for gout 
lengths of expanc 
longitudinal slots 
adjacent c: 

comprising ^p^ steps of 



of first and second 
ing defining overlapping 
ble fingers of mate'rial'liSier^ 
spaced slots overlap, the method 



projMTding a sleeve comprising longitudinally extending 
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second 



strips of niAteriAl; 

coupling the sleeve co the ends of first 
lengths of expandable tubing; and 

forcing an expansion niemb&r nhrou^ the connected 
tiJbing lengths to expand the sleeve ajafl tubing lengths. 



15. An expandable tubing Asse 



compra.32.ng: 




a tubular connectj 
slots and compris 
slotted upset end 

lengths of e: 
longitudinal 
nodes beyond 



ning overlapping longitudinal 
intermediate portion between 
and 

jle tubing defining overlapping 



slotted end portions defining 
ends of the slots, the connector end 
portions b^ng coupled to the nodes of respective end 
portions c/f the cubing lengths, 

thj^ connector intermediate portion being of 
Slabs t^^tially the same wall thickness as the tuiaing, such 
tha^t the expansion charaoteristics of the connected t\ibing 
Csserfibly are substantially constant over the connection. 




